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Bethesda, Thurs., July 6, 1950

Dear Pop and Putty,

Father's letter of July 2 arrived this morning, and I
was glad to get it. How fortunate that I didn't have tLhe money
to pay the Rallway Express man that day, since 1t scems they
were in error somewhere! I was relleved to hear that I hadn't
"queered the do" too much.

Laurence ig in a state of high exitement about daddy's
vacetion. He is anxiocus to see New York, and we have promised
him to stay there one day so he can ride 1ln a subway car, a bus,
and a ferry, He becomes feverishly eager whenever he thinks
about it. The attraction of Long Island and the ocean 1s almost
equally great, and we are saving up a greal many engineering
quest ions to put before Abuelkto. It certainly gounds very plea-

gant indeed, and I hope nothing nasty haprens to prevent our
taking the vacation. :

Speaking of which I have thought of one good thing that
the 111 wind of Korea has blown in this direction: the &ences of
arousing a sufficient number of clear-thinking senators and rep-
resentatives to the danger involved in putting prohlbltlive excises
on imported oil wWaE¥xuR were, untll now, extremely precarious.
The coal mining states and the oll-digging states seemed pre-
pared to vote for the high duties and might very well have been
able to swing it with the rest of Congress, as they almost did
in the matter of the Kerr Bill. It was no joke. It would have
ruined Vene,uele and had a frightful effect in the Near East, but
they kept on claiming that the fuel oil from abroad was the downe
fall of the American coal miner, and the competition from foreign
petroleum was stifling the life out of the domestic 011 industry,
high prises to the contrary notwlthstanding- the oil people Bhought
prices were capable of going higher, and the coal miners resented
the way power companies shifted from coal to oil during strikes.
The Venezuelans were scared stiff, and even went so far as to
threaten what refprisals they had at their command should the
bill pass. The Korean matter has probably squelched the movement
to prevent the entry of forelgm o0il into the United States, and
that's about all the good I can see in the situation. You can't
say I haven't tried. Your friend Mr. “mmons is assistent to the
Korean man at the Department, by the way, and is probably keeping
busy these days. The Korean man himselfis William's classmate Niles
Bond, who was chairman of the Edusation Committe2 of which 1 was
a member. Also b, the way, I m sorry to say that Senator Taft
18 acting queerer every months I was the gmallest bit displeased
with his rather sub-rosa encouragement of McCarthy, but this
latest example of his clear thinking 1in partisan politics has
discouraged me a good bit more concerning the Sanated most ine
tellectual member. I enclose a cartoon from the Post that puts
the point mnore elequently than words, As I have sald before, he
may be a son ©f William Howard Taft bub he ain't no friend of
mine.

My tri-mensuel trial at the hands of Time magazine
took place last week. You know I feel a compulsion to take that
81lly current events test they wrlte up every three months, and
it is that which forces me to read the Sports department every

10f4 1950-07-06 5-55 LPK To JWCF.Docx



KRIEG-CAMPBELL FAMILY DOCUMENTS 1950-07-06 5-55 LPK to JWCF.docx

Fad _2 -

week much against my inclination. But the test is welghed in
favor of falithful Time readers, and includes sporting events,
so I have to read it willy nilly in order to pass this foolish
test which some interior force majeure compels me to take. I
have been doing better since I arrived in the United States
and have been reading the Post dally, and my aim is to break

2 hunired at some future date. The goal is in sight, for my
score this time was 98, against 93 three months ago. lime

once announced that some jerk out in California clalimed to
have gotten 104 out of the 105 questions right, and while I
don't believe it for a moment the poison has entered and ls
doing its dirty work in my mind. If I could just break a hun=
dred I'd feel better situated to call the Califormian a nasty
examination cribber and faker, The same issue of tlme reported
a letter from Galo Plaza of Ecuador (brother of our friend
Gloria Moscoso) in which he said he too had the Time News
QuizZ bug, and had recently scored something like 70- that
made me feel a little better, but not much. I may not have to
worry about the president of Ecuador, but that feller in Cal=-
ifornia is still arouna as the man to beat. If only Middlegrouamd
hadn't out-raced Hill rrirmce al dthe Derby, I would have broken
a hundred this time, The pity of it alll But it's not the first
time the horse has let mankind down ungently, and at least I
didn't have any money on it.

We were treated to another dinner de luxe last Friday
night, at the home of a new member of the Colombian Embassy
staff, ge is an unusual man. His father made what 1s deacribed
as the "start" of a large fortune in soft drinks and the pharm=-
aceutical line, and he himself spent most of his life up to
fairl{ recently being educated in Zngland. Cambridge, medical
school, and then an Interneship in a London hospital. After
which he went back to Colouwbia, became interested in local
politics, and switched eventually to his country's f{oreign
service. William respects him, but the Ambassador, Zuleta
Angel, has been ustng him wmainly as expert translator, 1t appears.
They have another rather anglacised Colombian on thelr staff
who has acted as translator, but William says that he has
unlimited ability to translate and very l1little sbllity to
understand what 1is being said, with the result that Zuleta nov
prefers the new man, Diego Garces, Zuleia was (olomblan forelgn
Minister until he came here, and apparently doesn't welcome
suggestions from his staif, Zuleta 1s a monologuist at all
times, extremely interesting and Intelligent, well~informed and
sure of himselt, 1t 1s a delight to listen to him expound- the
first time, especially. He has a tendency to tell each oke three
times in a row, for ihe benefii of anyone hiding under the sofa
who didn't hear the first time. At this dinner, he told three
times & story which I found extrese ly funny: an Amerlican news-
paper man interviewing Galo Flaze of Ecuador once askedhim a
question which the president couldn't answer off hand. The news-
paper man came back a few hours later for the angwer, and Galo "
Plaze had to admit he didn't have it ready yet. "It's this way,
the Americanized President explained, "Your president, when he -
wants to know the answer to a complicated question, rings a bell,
te ls.his staff of experts to work on it, and gets the answer
a3 quickly as twenty men working together can get it The presi-
dent of Ecuador, on the other hand, rings the pbell and quick 1y
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t's out of order." I like Sra. Zuleta, among other
%égggggrge%ause she alwaye lagghs heartily at my accounts of
Lgurence's latest sallies. She makes a startling contrast to
the general run of Venezuelan ladles, since she is interested
in many things, knows when to talk as well as when to keep si=-
lent, and has a few quiet jokes of her own to tell when the '
Ambassador 1s busy preparing for his next monologue. Igm afraid
I'm harder on 3r. Zuleta than I really mean to be. He is kind,
gentlemanly, and urbane, as well as alert. He has more to talk
about legi{imately than most people do, so it 1s easy to forglve
his really interesting discourses, lengthy ﬁ?ﬁ cne-sided though
they may often be. William has been seein§/a good deal lately
in connection with some treaty preliminaries, and the Ambassador
was kind enough to tell me that William conducts the series of
meetings admirably, logically, and calanly. I was ver¥ {roud to
hear h%m say 1it, even 1f it was straight diplomat's talk. The
dinner was excellent- vichysoise, bouchees a la reine filled
with lobster, asparagus with sauce hollandaise, and a delicious
angel cake topped with lice cream topped in turn with strawberfles
and melba sauce. Sr. Carces' father, I suppose, helped the affair
a good deal by providing h.s son witht he wherewithal for two
butlers and an excellent cook. Every wish antlcipated at the
dinner table and in the drawing room. Ah, delic ious luxury!

Also present were a couple from the International Bank, #merie-
can, the anglaclized Colombian who usged to transtlate, and Jose
Camacho, who used to be at the Cclomblian Embassy but recently
switched to the International Bank, BPREXAZZExxaxsdxisxxwxBritisk
Sr, Suarez, the anglaclized Counselor, is so British looking and
talking that he even seems to partake of some of the faults of
the "comedy Englishmen" of the F.G. Woodhouse schocl. He married
ailady whose naie used to be Marshall Fleld, however, which was
wlse d him.

I thought the Times' book review man was a 1li.tle unfair
in regard to some points of dianetics, and 1t appeared to ue he
hadn't read the thing thoroughly enough, from some things he (
said and others he didn't say. However, I agree that Ron Hubbard
has a lamentable habit of talking in grandiose, sweeping gener=
allzatlons that can't fail to allenate non-rezders of Astouding
Stories, Hubb.rd alienated me by drawing some ridiculous conclu=-
s8ions about hilstory which clearly indicated he hadn't read enough
history to permit him to make up theorles without making himself
look 81lly and generally weakening his case. The whole bcok was
the product of a Know-it-All, I.m afreld, and know=it-alls gene
erally fail ‘to distinguish between those subjects upon which they
actually do know a great deal and the rest oif the Encyclopedia
Britenica. I wonder if the rest of the world has the same reac=-
tion to this sort of thing? “hen I spot an error on some by=-path
of an argument, 1t mekes me search far more diligently for errcrs
on the main theme. Therefore I wish Ron Hubbard had stuck to his
kniuting and not run .on heedlessl¥ into the wilds of Late homan
history where he apparently doesn't beleng. Also I wish they
wouldn't talk as if they were trying to sell the world an entirely
¥aw brand of Snake C1l. But they do seem to be gelting places. Mrs,
Rouse reports the book has [inally been purchased by e library,
at the request of the public. Virginia Davis and klenid have gone
up to Pendle Hill (the Quaker place of discussion) for a meeting
to medltate, among other things, dlanetics.,
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William's vacation has to be put a little farther ahead,
because of Rolly Atwood's vacation plans, and we probably won't
set out for Flemington until the weekend of July 29 or so. Thus
our original plans for arriving ab your place Rrezx around ille
fourth of August or so need not be changed, unless you want them
4o be changed because of inconvenience 1o you. we hope, as 1 sald,
to gratify Lauvence with a day in New York, and I'd love to know
about how long it would takeus to make a dash for our lives through
Brooklyn and get out to your address., beflore Laurence's bedtlme.

I suppose we would stay al the Grosvenor. "o you think we ought

to allow three hours, considering we will most certainly get

jost at some occasion or ocassions? Thus we amlghl Leave aboul

four in the afternoon in order to arrive a little before seven,

We must allow plenty of time for the big boy to see tne incredible
sights of the city, and ride as much as we can stand on the subway.
He was cut to the quick to leam that double~decker buses, upon
which he had been counting heavily, have been gencrally replaced
by the single-story kind. But + count on the fascination of the

tunnels and underground stations in the subway systewm to conscle
him enormously.

I must go and wake him up, it's already four o'clock, and
I an still rambling on.

1 hope Putty isn't wearing her life away up there with the
two girls. .

Love to you all,
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